
Nantwich Choral Society
are pleased to announce

The Nantwich Carol Composition Competition 2017

The competition is open to composers of  any nationality and any age. Three prizes are 
offered: 

First prize -  £300, Second Prize - £200 and Third Prize - £100

Nantwich Choral Society and Nantwich Young Voices will give the first performance of the 
three winning entries at  their annual  Family Carol  Concert in St  Mary’s Church on 16th 

December 2017.

Entrants are invited to submit a setting of a text with or without a Nantwich connection for 
SATB choir (divisi acceptable) and children’s choir with organ and / or piano accompaniment. 
 
The set texts, which apart from the first can all be found in the Oxford Book of Carols are: 

 The Nantwich Carol (Anon) 
 Here we come a wassailing*
 Past three a’clock*
 The Angel Gabriel from God was sent

For copies of the texts please follow the link on our website. Those marked * contains 
references to cheese for which Nantwich is famous.

The work should last no more than 5 minutes and must not have been performed previously. 

Scores must be typeset to a professional standard on A4-size pages.

We  would  welcome  a  contemporary  composition  that  is  accessible  to  both  choir  and 
audience.  Entrants are welcome, if they so wish, to have informal discussions with the Music 
Director John Naylor about the skills and expertise of the choirs: 
Please make contact via competition administrator enquiries@nantwichchoral.org.uk.

Nantwich Choral Society has some 100 members.  They have performed a wide range 
of choral music from the classical repertoire, including most recently, Mendelssohn’s ‘Elijah’, JS 
Bach’s “St. John Passion”, Will Todd’s ‘Mass in Blue’ and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s ‘Requiem’. 
The choir has a tradition of commissioning new works.

Nantwich Young Voices is a dynamic youth choir which performs all kinds of music at 
all manner of events. Both choirs join each year for the Family Carol Concert in St Mary’s 
Church. 

mailto:enquiries@nantwichchoral.org.uk


Applications should be submitted to  

Competition Administrator
Nantwich Choral Society
8, Rimsdale Close
Crewe
Cheshire CW2 6RS

Seven copies of the score should be sent with a covering letter giving the composer’s name, 
address, telephone number and e-mail  address and including any observations which the 
composer may wish to make. One copy of the score should have the composer’s contact 
details written on the back of each page; the remaining five copies which will be submitted to 
the jury should have no identification markings on them.

Entries must be received by September 30th, 2017.

The  competition will  be  judged by a  jury  of  members  of  the  choir  and  a  distinguished 
external musician. The results will  be announced by October 9th 2017. Nantwich Choral 
Society retains the right to withhold all or any of the prizes on the advice of the jury.

The jury will consist of:

 Kay Foster, Chairman Nantwich Choral Society
 Philip Rushforth, Director of Music, Chester Cathedral (External member)
 John Naylor, Music Director, Nantwich Choral Society
 Victoria Palethorpe, Conductor, Nantwich Young Voices
 Simon Russell, Accompanist, Nantwich Choral Society

All entrants will retain the copyright of the work but will be required to grant to Nantwich 
Choral Society the right to produce and retain sufficient copies for performance.

The choir reserves the premiere performing rights until December 31st 2017.

Scores are sent at entrants’ own risk.  We cannot acknowledge receipt of scores, nor return 
any material submitted.

In all matters relating to the competition, the decision of the jury is final and correspondence 
will  not be entered into.  Submitting an entry for the competition indicates the entrant’s 
unqualified acceptance of these terms.
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