
Carol Competition Winners 

Nantwich Choral Society is delighted to announce the winners of their 2017 Carol 
Competition, whose carols will be given their first performances at our forthcoming 
Family Carol Concert on 16th December in St Mary’s Church, Nantwich: 

First Prize:   Past Three O’Clock by John Madden 

Second Prize:  A Nantwich Carol by John Madden 

Third Prize:   Past Three O’Clock by Justin Evans 

The brief for the competition was a new work for adult and children’s choir, 
accompanied by piano or organ, and entrants were given a choice of four texts to choose 
from.  There were 22 entries, which were judged by a panel who were unaware of the 
identities of the composers.  It was a big surprise to discover that, without knowing it, 
they had awarded both first and second prize to the same composer!  A special fourth 
prize was also awarded to Peter Foster’s setting of Past Three O’Clock, which we hope 
to premier in our carol concert in 2018.  Peter is the son of David and Joyce Foster, long-
standing members of NCS. 

John Madden hails from Liverpool, where he was 
a chorister at the Anglican cathedral, and read 
music at Selwyn College, Cambridge.  He is a 
composer, conductor and keyboard player and was 
Director of Music for over thirty years in a number 
of schools, including Hutcheson’s Grammar School 
in Glasgow, Radley College and the Dragon, 
Oxford.  He regularly runs music workshops in 
schools, works as an adjudicator and examines for 
the ABRSM.  He is also the Artistic Director of the 
National Schools Symphony Orchestra. 

 

For his day job, Justin Evans is a senior lecturer in physics 
at the University of Manchester, specialising in particle 
physics.  But in his spare time he is a keen pianist, singer, 
and occasional composer.  He sings with the Manchester 
Chorale, an accomplished amateur choir in Manchester that 
regularly appears at the Bridgewater Hall, and has often 
been heard on the Radio 4 Daily Service.  He also sings for 
Capriccio, a Cheshire-based choir that put on regular 
concerts for charitable causes, and who have previously 
included Justin’s compositions in their repertoire.


